NATURE AND THE
ENVIRONMENT

April 2006

What is Earth Day?

Environmental Highlights:
Federal Government Actions
http:/lwww.earthday.gov/

Today the federal government is cleaning
the air, promoting land conservation, and
improving water quality.

The Bush Administration is focused on
achieving meaningful results — cleaner air
and water, and healthier lands and
wildlife habitats.

The nation's air is much cleaner
today than it was 35 years ago and
progress will continue.

The trend of annual loss of wetlands
has been reversed.

Restoration and redevelopment of
abandoned industrial sites is
accelerating.

President Bush is meeting his
commitment to reduce the National
Park Service maintenance backlog.

Earth Day, April 22, is the annual celebration of the environment and a time to assess the
work still needed to protect the natural gifts of our planet. Earth Day has no central
organizing force behind it though several nongovernmental organizations work to keep
track of the thousands of local events in schools and parks that mark the day. Earth Day is
observed around the world, although nowhere is it a national holiday. In the United States,
it affirms that environmental awareness is part of the country's consciousness and that the
idea of protecting the environment - once the province of a few conservationists - has
moved from the extreme to the mainstream of American thought.

(http:/lwww.usinfo.state.gov)

.

RN

© The United States Environmental Protection
Agency Great Lakes National Program Offfice.




SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Compiled by the American Resource Center

Bhagwati, Jagdish N.
IN DEFENSE OF GLOBALIZATION
Oxford Univ. Press, 2004. 308 p. 337 BHA

THE BIOENGINEERED FOREST:
Challenges For Science and Society

Ed. by Steven H. Strauss and H. D. (Toby)
Bradshaw. Resources for the Future, 2004.
245 p. 634.9 BIO

Blatt, Harvey

AMERICA’S ENVIRONMENTAL
REPORT CARD: Are We Making the
Grade?

MIT Press, 2005. 277 p. 363.7009 BLA

Buchanan, Allen E.

JUSTICE, LEGITIMACY, AND SELF-
DETERMINATION: Moral Foundations
for International Law

Oxford Univ. Press, 2003. 319 p.

341.01 BUC

Clapp, Jennifer

PATHS TO A GREEN WORLD: The
Political Economy of the Global
Environment

MIT Press, 2005. 327 p. 333.7 CLA

Diamond, Jared M.
COLLAPSE: How Societies Choose to Fail
or Succeed
Viking, 2005. 575 p.
304.28 DIA

Duffy, Robert J.

THE GREEN AGENDA IN AMERICAN
POLITICS: New Strategies for the Twenty-
First Century

Univ. Press of Kansas, 2003. 260 p.

333.72 DUF

Eckes, Alfred E.
GLOBALIZATION AND THE
AMERICAN CENTURY
Cambridge Univ. Press, 2003. 343 p.
327.73 ECK

THE END OF WORLD POPULATION
GROWTH IN THE 21ST CENTURY: New
Challenges for Human Capital Formation
and Sustainable Development

Ed. by Wolfgang Lutz, Warren C. Sanderson
and Sergei Scherbov. Earthscan, 2004.

341 p. 304.6201 END

Franklin, Julian H.

ANIMAL RIGHTS AND MORAL
PHILOSOPHY

Columbia Univ. Press, 205. 151 p.
179.3 FRA

Friedman, Thomas L.

THE WORLD IS FLAT: A Brief History of
the Twenty-First Century

Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2005. 488 p.
303.4833 FRI




3

GENETICALLY MODIFIED CROPS: Their
Development, Uses, and Risks

Food Products Press, 2004. 394 p.

631.5233 GEN

Gunter, Michael M.

BUILDING THE NEXT ARC: How NGOs
Work to Protect Biodiversity

Dartmouth College Press, 2004. 252 p.
333.9516 GUN

Kaldor, Mary

GLOBAL CIVIL SOCIETY: An Answer to
War

Blackwell, 2003. 189 p. 300 KAL

Miller, Henry L.

THE FRANKENFOOD MYTH: How Protest
and Politics Threaten the Biotech
Revolution

Praeger, 2004. 269 p. 303.483 MIL

Mott, William H.

GLOBALIZATION: People, Perspectives,
and Progress

Praeger, 2004. 401 p. 303.482 MOT

THE NUCLEAR TIPPING POINT: Why
States Reconsider Their Nuclear Choices
Ed. by Kurt M. Campbell, Robert ]J. Einhorn,
and Mitchell B. Reiss. Brookings Institution
Press, 2004. 367 p. 327.1747 NUC

Opie, John

NATURE’S NATION: An Environmental
History of the United States

Harcourt Brace College Publishers, 1998.
517 p. 363.7009 OPI

Sachs, Jeffery

THE END OF POVERTY: Economic
Possibilities for Our Time

Penguin Press, 2005. 396 p. 339.4609 SAC

SAFETY OF GENETICALLY
ENGINEERED FOODS: Approaches to
Assessing Unintended Health Effects
Committee on Identifying and Assessing
Unintended Effects of Genetically
Engineered Foods on Human Health, Board
on Life Sciences, Food and Nutrition Board,
Board on Agriculture and Natural Resources,
Institute of Medicine. National Academies
Press, 2004. 235 p. 664 SAF

Saikku, Mikko

THIS DELTA, THIS LAND: An
Environmental History of the Yazoo-
Mississippi Floodplain

Univ. of Georgia Press, 2005. 373 p.
333.7097 SAI

Schrepfer, Susan R.

NATURE’S ALTARS: Mountains, Gender,
and American Environmentalism

Univ. Press of Kansas, 2005. 316 p.
333.7209 SCH

Slaughter, Anne-Marie

A NEW WORLD ORDER
Princeton Univ. Press, 2004. 341 p.
341.7 SLA




4

Speth, James Gustave Ward, Chip

RED SKY AT MORNING: America and the HOPE’S HORIZON: Three Visions for

Crisis of the Global Environment Healing the American Land

Yale Univ. Press, 2004. 329 p 363.7 SPE Island Press/Shearwater Books, 2004. 350 p.
333.72 WAR

Thomas, Scott

THE GLOBAL RESURGENCE OF Wattenberg, Ben J.

RELIGION AND THE FEWER: How the New Demography of

TRANSFORMATION OF Depopulation Will Shape Our Future

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: The Ivan R. Dee, 2004. 241 p. 304.62 WAT

Struggle for the Soul of the Twenty-First

Century Wolf, Martin

Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. 300 p. WHY GLOBALIZATION WORKS

201.727 THO Yale Univ. Press, 2004. 398 p. 337 WOL

Victor, David G. WORLD RESOURCES: The Wealth of the

CLIMATE CHANGE: Debating America’s Poor; Managing Ecosystems to Fight

Policy Options Poverty

The Council on Foreign Affairs, 2004. 165 p. World resources Institute, 2005. 254 p.

363 VIC REF 333.7 WOR

What is climate change?
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he term climate change refers to global
changes in temperature, wind patterns, and
precipitation. These changes are being driven
by a gradual warming of the Earth's

“...a truly global threat.”
Kofi Annan, Secretary-General of the
UN, referring to climate change

atmosphere (commonly referred to as global warming). Novernber 2004.

The Earth's climate has been changing slowly over the

centuries. Cold periods have alternated with warm

periods. However, these changes have been happening at a much faster and devastating rate in
recent years. The 1980s and 1990s were the warmest decades on record. Science indicates that this
acceleration is due to human activity.

The Earth's atmosphere traps heat escaping from the surface of the planet, which keeps us warm.
Carbon dioxide, part of the mixture of gases in our atmosphere (called greenhouse gases), is very
good at trapping heat. Some of the greenhouse gases are released into the atmosphere from nature
every day. For example, carbon dioxide enters the atmosphere daily from decaying plant matter and
forest fires.

In the past, natural processes could handle the amounts of greenhouse gases generated, and the
system remained in balance. In recent decades, however, human activity through increased use of
fossil fuels and cutting down of forests has been overloading the natural processes. Greenhouse
gases are now being generated by the burning of fossil fuels to run cars and factories and heat
buildings, as well as by industrial processes. These releases of greenhouse gases have shifted the

atmosphere's natural balance.
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pages)

Nuclear Energy Policy
Issue Brief for Congress. Congressional Research Service Report. (pdf format, 19 pages)

Our Changing Planet
The U.S. Climate Change Science Program for Fiscal Year 2006. (pdf format, 224 pages)

Tsunamis: monitoring, detection, and early warning systems
Wayne A. Morrissey. Library of Congress. Congressional Research Service Report
(RL32739). (pdf format, 12 pages)

For a listing of Earth Day Internet resources, please log onto
the U.S. Embassy Helsinki website at
www.usembassy.fi/arc/spotlight_earth.htm
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The American Resource Center

X Opening hours: Mon-Fri 9-20, Sat 9-16; Reference service: Mon-Fri 9-17
Address: P.O. Box 15 (Unioninkatu 36), 00014 University of Helsinki
Tel. (09) 191 24048 Fax: (09) 652 940 E-mail: arc@usembassy.fi
http://www.usembassy.fi/arc.htm




